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Biodiversity and Sustainability

A Living Urban Ecosystem

Biodiversity, the variety of life, is essential for a healthy planet. These
parks are a refuge for biodiversity in the city, and we are working to
improve it! Discover how the park promotes and protects biodiversity in
the heart of the city.

What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity includes all living things: plants, animals, fungi, and
microorganisms, and the ecosystems they form. It is what makes our
planet vibrant and resilient. Biodiversity provides us with clean air and
water, food, and other essential services. It also makes ecosystems
more stable and capable of resisting changes.

You can help protect biodiversity:
o Staying on the paths
o Notremoving plants or animals
o Reducing pollution
e Supporting conservation efforts

From its conception, the promotion of biodiversity has been a key
objective in the design and development of the Valdebebas-Felipe VI
Forest Park and Princesa Leonor Park. These spaces not only contribute
to the environmental improvement of Madrid but also generate new
ecological resources. The restoration of the Valdefuentes Stream and
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the creation of wetlands have significantly increased biodiversity in
these parks.

Active work is being done to increase biodiversity through initiatives
such as:

o Creation of wildflower meadows
« Planting diverse native species
« Installation of nest boxes and insect hotels

o Creation of habitats with rock and wood piles

Did you know...?

Park management is based on sustainability principles. Resource
consumption, especially water, is minimized through efficient irrigation
systems, rainwater harvesting, recirculation, and the use of regenerated
water. Energy consumption is also minimized (efficient and solar
lighting), waste is properly managed (composting plant, reincorporation
of organic remains), and recycled materials are used (road sub-base).

The park is not only a leisure space but also provides important
ecosystem services, acting as a biodiversity refuge and contributing to
climate regulation and the stabilization of Madrid's urban ecosystem.
Ecosystem services are the gifts that nature gives us. Urban biodiversity
is key to the health of the planet. In parks like Valdebebas-Felipe VI and
Princesa Leonor, hundreds of species of plants, animals, and
microorganisms live, helping to purify air and water, regulate the
climate, and keep soils fertile.



