
       

 

A Story of Transformation 
Welcome to Felipe VI Forest Park and Princesa Leonor Park, today a 
vast green lung in Madrid — but their story is about much more than just 
trees and nature. 

These parks, located in the northeast of the city, in the Hortaleza district, 
stand on land that has undergone a remarkable transformation. 

Not long ago, this area was a collection of degraded plots, marked by 
large illegal dumps and the abandonment of former agricultural 
activities. However, the vision of creating a great forest park — a green 
space for the city — began to take shape. 

The first to be developed was the Valdebebas – Felipe VI Forest Park. 
The park's design was inspired by the image of a large tree, whose 
silhouette can be seen from the air. This symbolic concept organizes the 
different zones of the park. 

Creating the park was an ambitious challenge, involving the landscape 
restoration of the land and even the transformation of former waste 
dumps into scenic viewpoints and recreational areas. 
Six million cubic meters of earth were moved to seal the landfills. 

Several years later came the Princesa Leonor Park, adjacent to the 
Valdebebas–Felipe VI Forest Park on its eastern side. Covering an area 
of around 80 hectares, it serves as a transitional zone between the 
urban environment and the natural landscape. 

The new park features two distinct areas: a strip next to the residential 
development known as the urban façade, and the park’s interior, which 
has a wilder, more natural character. 

 



       
 

Today, these parks are essential spaces for improving Madrid’s 
environment, offering ecological, scenic, and cultural resources for the 
enjoyment of all citizens. 

 

  



       
 

The 90s 

The former agricultural lands on which the forest park now stands were 
largely occupied by thousands of cubic meters of waste. These grew 
over time, turning the area into a large, degraded space with no 
environmental value. 

 

2001–2005 

An urban planning agreement was signed with the group of landowners, 
establishing the Valdebebas Compensation Board. 

 

2006 

The Madrid City Council drafted the project for the Valdebebas Forest 
Park with the following objectives: 

• Recover a large urban space. 

• Preserve and, where necessary, restore natural elements. 

• Contribute to the environmental improvement of the Madrid 
metropolitan area. 

• Represent the main plant formations of Madrid and its 
surrounding geographic areas (La Alcarria, La Mancha, Montes de 
Toledo, Central System, and Iberian System). 

• Provide a high-quality space for recreation in nature. 

The works began, planned in nine phases, with the first starting in the 
winter of 2006. 

 

 



       
 

2013 

The first residents moved into the new neighborhood. 

 

2015 

On March 25, the Forest Park Felipe VI officially opened. 

 

2019 

An agreement was reached, resulting in the current name: Valdebebas-
Felipe VI Forest Park. At that time, an area to the east of the space—
named Princesa Leonor Park—still needed to be completed. 

 

2023 

The Princesa Leonor Park was inaugurated, completing the entire 
environmental restoration with areas of cultivation, fruit trees, 
viewpoints, pastures, urban gardens, and facilities for environmental 
education. 

 

 

Today, we are witnessing a prime example of environmental 
restoration in a formerly degraded area, now transformed into the 
largest newly created forest space — a natural and cultural area for the 
city of Madrid. It stands as one of the most extensive urban green 
spaces in Spain, offering neighbors and visitors the chance to enjoy it 
from a wide range of perspectives and experiences. 

 


